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Message from the President: 
As President of the North Lanark Historical 

Society, I am very pleased with the progress that 

the North Lanark Regional Museum has been 

accomplishing.  Sarah Bennett, our full time staff 

person, is a valuable asset as she works with the 

summer students in welcoming guests, assisting 

individuals with family tree research and 

completing the inventory of the collection of 

artifacts at the museum.  Our Royalty Exhibit 

commemorating the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 

Elizabeth II has attracted visitors and many 

compliments are being received.  The Strawberry 

Social was a great success with again many compliments on the strawberry dessert and the 

entertainment provided by the Perth Citizens Band.  The Pioneer Log Building has been cleaned, 

spruced up and new labels have been added to the items that portray an early pioneer home of the 

mid-1800s. 

Do visit the museum to enjoy the exhibits and meet Sarah and the friendly helpful students. They 

will welcome you and give you a tour of the museum that is preserving the past for the 

enjoyment of present and future generations. 

 

 
Ed Wilson, President,  

North Lanark Historical Society. 

 

Strawberry Social 2012: 
On Sunday, June 24

th
, the North Lanark Historical 

Society hosted their annual Strawberry Social at 

the North Lanark Regional Museum in Appleton. 

The event was a great success, living up to its 

standing as an afternoon of sweet treats and friendly faces! Once again, the Perth Citizen’s Band 

put on a marvellous show for the guests. Thank you to the Town of Mississippi Mills, the Civitan 

Club, and the Mill of Kintail for loaning the museum the tents, tables and chairs. A special 

mention also goes out to all the volunteers who helped us with the set-up, clean-up, and food 

preparation during the afternoon. We hope to see everyone again next year! 

 

Photos: Guests at the 2012 Strawberry Social.   



Museum Collection: 
The North Lanark Regional Museum is pleased to 

announce that it has already acquired over 30 

donations for the 2012 season. These donations have 

come from a variety of people and have included 

many different types of artefacts. These include such 

items as a 1922 Appleton calendar, genealogy 

publications and several military donations. The 

museum would like to extend a large thank you to all 

the people who have made a donation in 2012. For 

more information on the museum’s collection, please 

check out the “Artefact of the Month” column on our 

website: www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com 

 

Christmas in July:  
At this year’s 154th annual Almonte Fair, the North 

Lanark Regional Museum held a “Christmas In July” 

display in the Agricultural Hall. The display 

showcased an array of artefacts relating to the 

Christmas season, including children’s fur coats, 

books, toys and decorations. The display was a great 

success; we saw many familiar faces and received 

wonderful feedback. Thank you to everyone who 

stopped by and we look forward to seeing everyone 

again next summer.  

 

The museum would also like to thank Norma Paul 

for all her hard work securing the museum a display area on the main level of the Agriculture 

Hall. It made a big difference! 

 

Oral History Project – Invitation: 
The North Lanark Regional Museum is pleased to announce that our Oral History Project, 

“Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future,” is underway. We have held several interviews in 

the month of July, including an interview with two Teskey descendants visiting all the way from 

Massachusetts and Owen Sound. 

 

The goal of these interviews is to preserve the history and heritage of the North Lanark region. 

We are interested in preserving a wide variety of stories, such as early settlement, local families, 

schools, the dairy industry, mills, post offices, as well as any other local histories and anecdotes. 

I would like to extend an invitation to all local residents (young or old) who have stories and 

histories to come and participate in the interviews. Anyone interested in participating can contact 

Sarah at appletonmuseum@hotmail.com or 613-257-8503. This project was made possible 

through the support of the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture. 

Photo: Our display at the Almonte Fair 
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Royal Canadian Legion Branch 240 Almonte: 

The museum summer staff are pleased to announce the 

near completion of the accessioning and cataloguing of 

the long term loans donated by the Royal 

Canadian Legion Branch 240 in Almonte. The museum 

received two large donations from the legion in 2011 

and 2012 to be used in our annual military displays, as 

well as to be preserved for future research. Over the 

past two months, the summer staff have been 

dedicating one day a week to labelling, describing, 

photographing and cataloguing the entirety of this large 

donation.  

 

Special thanks go to Brian Tackaberry for lending his military expertise over several days to 

identify and describe the military artefacts. 

 

Museum Visiting Hours: 
Thanks to the commitment of our summer staff and volunteers, the museum is currently open 

seven days a week during the summer months from 10:00am to 4:00pm. The museum has 

several exhibits to offer our visitors. The main level celebrates Queen Elizabeth II’s sixtieth year 

on the throne with the “Sharing in the Diamond Jubilee” exhibit. The lower level houses the 

permanent display which holds insights into local history, including displays on the dairy 

industry, the S.S. #11 school house, the Appleton General store, and the Appleton Post Office. 

Additionally, we are pleased to have our Pioneer Log Cabin open and ready for viewing. Stop by 

for a tour and experience the history of the Appleton area. 

 

Pioneer Log Cabin:  
The museum officially welcomed visitors to the Pioneer Log Cabin during our Strawberry Social 

on June 24
th

. Having had its doors closed all winter, the cabin has been tidied and given new 

informative artefact labels and is now ready 

for tours. 

 

This original mid-nineteenth century cabin 

was donated to the museum by the Thurston 

family and first welcomed touring visitors in 

1985. The cabin was originally built on the 

Thurston family property, located just north 

of the current Almonte roundabout. The cabin 

has been outfitted with period furniture and 

artefacts to give visitors a sense of what life 

was like in the latter half of the nineteenth 

century. Come out and see this unique part of 

the museum collection! 

 

Photo: WWII Royal Canadian Air Force Cap (L2012.1.13) 

Photo: Many visitors toured the Pioneer Log Cabin during the Annual Strawberry Social 



Museum Adventures Day Camp: 
July 9

th
 through 13

th
 was an extremely busy week 

at the museum while our four summer staff ran the 

“Museum Adventures Day Camp”. The camp was 

a great success, attracting twelve children who 

attended for the full five days and several who 

attended for individual days. The week-long day 

camp was aimed at children from the ages 5 

through 9 and included a wide range of crafts, 

games, and outdoor activities, with a unique theme 

for each of the five days.  

 

Monday kicked off the week with “Pioneer 

Challenges”; a day of old-fashioned fun, including 

artefact identification, bocce ball and making our 

own handmade butter.  

 

Tuesday followed with “Disney Magic”, where 

children played Disney related games and cozied 

up with popcorn to watch the Disney classic 

Dumbo. Wednesday was “Pirate Quest” day and 

the kids brought out their inner-pirates as they 

participated in all kinds of pirate-themed fun.  

 

Thursday was “Christmas, Drama and Music” day; alongside sing-along’s and crafting their own 

instruments, the children made 

crafts they could enter in this 

year’s “Christmas In July”-

themed Almonte Fair. Friday 

culminated the week with 

“Underwater Fun” day. It was a 

day full of wild outdoor water fun 

and handmade ice-cream making!  

 

The children at our Museum 

Adventures Day Camp enjoyed 

an active week filled to the brim 

with fun activities, learning all 

the while about local history and 

the museum itself in an engaging 

and approachable way. Perhaps 

most importantly, we hope the 

camp was able to raise awareness in the community about the museum, which is a historical 

treasure! Special Thanks to Rachael, Celia, Lee and Riley for running such a successful camp. 

 

Photos: Summer camp participants played inside and outside during the camp  



Summer Staff Introductions: 
Thanks to funding from Young Canada Works 

and Service Canada, the museum was able to hire 

four students for the summer season. Here are two 

of the students: 

 

Hello, 

My name is Lee Moreau and I have been hired for 

the position of Oral History Coordinator at the 

North Lanark Regional Museum. It is a great 

privilege to be welcomed back for my second 

season at the museum; I am very excited to 

contribute to the development and improvement 

of the museum. One of my tasks for the summer 

season is to help coordinate the technology side of 

the oral history project. I have just completed my 

first year of university at the University of Ottawa 

in Electrical Engineering. I love sports and music 

as I play in the Perth Citizens Band every Tuesday 

during the summer. I look forward to the 

continuation of a great summer. 

 

Hello, 

My name is Rachael Gardiner and I am pleased to 

be one of the summer students hired to work at the 

museum this summer. Let me introduce myself: 

the wonderful village of Pakenham has been home 

to me, where I attended elementary school. I then 

completed my secondary education at Almonte 

and District High School in 2010.  This past year I 

studied International Development at Dalhousie 

University in Halifax, Nova Scotia.  This 

September I will be studying abroad at the 

Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar in Ecuador.   

 

In addition to cataloguing artefacts in the museum 

collection, my main projects for the summer have 

included helping to publicize the museum and 

organizing our summer camp: “Museum 

Adventures Day Camp”. Working at the museum 

has been an interesting learning experience and 

has made me more aware of the importance of 

conserving and preserving local history. For me this experience has been enjoyable, exciting and 

educational too! 

 

Photos: Rachael and Lee during the summer camp   



Annual General Meeting: 
On Wednesday, June 6

th
, the North Lanark 

Historical Society held its Annual General 

Meeting at the North Lanark Regional 

Museum. The evening featured 

presentations of Family History Projects by 

four Grade 6 students from Holy Name of 

Mary Catholic School in Almonte.  

Cameron Miller, Skylar More,  Breanna 

O’Connell and Kathryn Campbell all shared 

their research projects with A.G.M. 

attendees.  

 

These students had also attended the 

regional Historica Fair in Perth on May 17, 

after being selected from a competition amongst their classmates. Two of the students won 

awards at the Fair- Kathryn Campbell won the Ontario Genealogical Society Award, and 

Breanna O’Connell won the Lanark County Genealogy Award.  The audience was very pleased 

to hear and observe their wonderful work.  

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Presentation: Columbia River Controversy  
Date: Wednesday September 12

th
  

Time: 7pm to 9pm 

On Wednesday September 12, Gordon MacNabb will be giving a presentation on his 

involvement in the Columbia River Treaty between Canada and the U.S.A. Gordon is a well-

respected local resident who was recently awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 

Medal. Please come out to hear about this interesting topic. 

 

Social Event: Apple Pie Social 
Date: Sunday September 30

th
 

Time: 2pm to 4pm 

Please stay tuned for more information about our upcoming Apple Pie Social.  

 

Fundraiser: Tupperware Party 

Date: Wednesday October 11
th

  

Time: 7pm 

The Historical Society is teaming up with a local Tupperware representative to raise funds for 

the Museum. Please come out with friends and family to purchase the newest Tupperware styles. 

A portion of the money will go directly to the Historical Society. 

 

All three events will be hosted at the North Lanark Regional Museum in Appleton. 

 

Photo: The four presenters at the A.G.M  



Last Remarks: 
 

The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and 

organizations for their continued support: 

 

 Thank you Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for your continued 

financial support.   

 Thank you Young Canada Works and Service Canada for our summer staff funding. 

 Thanks to all the volunteers who helped with the Strawberry Social. These volunteers helped 

set up tents, prepare the strawberry shortcake, serve the guests, clean the dishes, and take 

down the tents and chairs! 

 Thank you to all the volunteers who helped to man our display at the Almonte Fair. 

 Thank you to those wonderful individuals who donated games and craft supplies for our 

summer camp! 

 

And to anyone we have omitted, thank you for your continued support! 

 

 
 

   North Lanark Historical Society  

P. O. Box 218, Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0  
Annual Membership (Circle one)- Individual - $10.00 Family - $25.00  

(Circle one)  New   Renewal  

Name  __________________________________  

Address __________________________________  

_________________________________  

_________________________________  
Telephone _______________________________  

E-Mail __________________________________  
Donations to the Society may be combined with the membership fee. Both the 

membership fee and donations are eligible for a Tax Deductible Charitable 

Receipt. If mailing, please make payment by cheque to the North Lanark 

Historical Society and mail to the address above. Thank you for your support. 

 


